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BACKGROUND WHAT IS THE CONFERENCE ABOUT?

Technology plays a pivotal role in manufacturing 

by giving companies a competitive edge. Rapid 

evolution in technology has spawned advances 

in connectivity, efficiency and cost reduction. 

Manufacturers operating in emerging markets can 

harness new technologies to achieve sustainable 

success. The impact of technology in manufacturing 

encompasses products, processes and value chains 

across a spectrum of economic complexity. 

The inaugural IFC Manufacturing Conference took 

place in Dusseldorf, Germany, in October 2017.

CONFERENCE 

TOPICS

▪   Developing Value 

Chains Through 

Technology

▪   Adapting Technology: 

Country Examples 

from Regions

▪   Industry 4.0 and 

Process Improvements 

Through Technology

▪   Technology Impacts  

on Products

▪   Impact of Technology  

on Labor

▪   Sustainability in 

Manufacturing

The 2nd IFC Global Manufacturing Conference 

will bring leading firms with a significant 

footprint in emerging markets together with 

government officials and international experts 

to network, share experiences and discuss 

opportunities and challenges of harnessing 

technology for development.  

Over two days, participants will discuss how 

technological evolution in manufacturing is 

changing how products are designed and made; 

integrating supply chains and creating new value 

chains; enabling the sustainable manufacturing 

of products with lower environmental impact; 

allowing for leapfrogging of development stages 

in production, process or value chains; and 

impacting the labor force and support services 

needed.

WATCH VIDEO | WWW.IFC.ORG/MANUFACTURING

READ eMAGAZINE | WWW.IFC.ORG/MANUFACTURING



WHY ATTEND?FORMAT

DESTINATION HIGHLIGHTS

Participants will hear from regional and global business 

and government leaders about technologies with the 

potential to transform manufacturing in emerging 

economies from Africa to Asia to Latin America. The 

conference provides a unique environment to exchange 

ideas, knowledge and best practices. It also provides 

a great opportunity to build new relationships and 

strengthen existing ones.

Marrakech is one of the busiest and most well-

connected cities in Africa that serves as a major 

economic center and tourist destination. At its heart 

is an old fortified city, or medina, packed with vendors 

and their stalls, which is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

Marrakech has the largest traditional market (souk) 

in Morocco, featuring wares ranging from traditional 

Berber carpets to modern consumer electronics.

PANELS
Panel sessions on cross-cutting themes in manufacturing 

will be chaired by experts and feature start-up and large-

scale companies.

KEYNOTE ADDRESSES
Global experts and established practitioners will share their 

insights on making an impact with technological solutions 

in manufacturing.

INTERACTIVE SESSIONS
Spotlight on one company spearheading technological 

innovation in emerging markets.

PARALLEL MEETINGS
Opportunities for strategic meetings with senior business 

executives and IFC senior management during and after the 

conference.

For more information, please visit  

www.ifc.org/manufacturing-conference
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