
About IFC’s Environment, Social and Governance (ESG) Advisory for Asia Pacific

ESG Advisory for Asia Pacific is a key part of our ambition to broaden IFC’s influence and 
deepen its impact in moving the private sector in emerging markets towards sustainability. 
Our programs across Asia Pacific focus on providing integrated ESG upstream support and 
o�er tailored advice and guidance to clients (public and private sector) in the areas of 
Corporate Governance, Environmental and Social Risk Management and Governance of 
E&S. Our advisory services also help support ESG improvements and reform e�orts in 
emerging markets, while leveraging and integrating knowledge tools, expertise, and 
networks at the global and regional levels.

www.ifc.org/sustainability

Disclosure and transparency are critical for attracting capital and building resilient enterprises in emerging 
markets. Transparent corporate reporting, integrating financial and Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) 
information, increases trust and confidence for investors, as it provides critical insights into how companies 
manage their operations and make decisions relevant to pursuing opportunities and managing risks. Corporate 
reporting may also shed light on how companies create di�erent types of long-term value, including 
contributions to addressing societal crises, such as the current pandemic.

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER
Registration is first come, first served.

Asia Pacific ESG Advisory Webinar Series #1

GOING BEYOND THE BALANCE SHEET
 
Disclosure and Transparency Webinar
Thursday, June 18, 2020  |  12:30 Hong Kong Time (HKT)

This webinar aims to help emerging market companies understand how to report better to investors and other 
key stakeholders, building on IFC’s award-winning Disclosure and Transparency Toolkit “Beyond the 
Balance Sheet.” 

     Objectives of the webinar:

Demonstrate the strategic value and demand for corporate 
reporting and disclosure practices.

Further develop and support regional capacity building resources, 
networks, and partnerships.

Provide practical guidance, tools, and resources for integrating 
financial and ESG reporting practices in emerging markets.
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AGENDA

12:30 – 12:40

12:40 – 13:20

13:20 – 14:20

14:20 – 14:30

Welcoming Remarks

Speaker: Vivek Pathak, Regional Director for East Asia and Pacific, IFC

The Business Case for Transparency 

Why is ESG transparency important when everyone is focused on financial 

sustainability? This session provides an overview of the strategic value and 

demand for comprehensive, integrated reporting.  

Speakers:

Ralitza Germanova, Corporate Governance O�cer, IFC 

Erik P.M. Vermeulen, Professor of Business and Financial Law and Director of 

the International Business Law program, Tilburg University, the Netherlands 

and Senior Legal Counsel on Corporate Governance (CG) at Signify

How Companies Attract Capital and Build Resilient Enterprises 

Moderator: Monika Kumar, Environmental Specialist, World Bank Corporate 

Responsibility 

| Strategy: Where to start your corporate reporting journey and how 

transparency leads to progress, including improved internal processes and 

practices. 

Speaker: Susan Blesener, CEO, The Art of Value

| Corporate Governance: What are the major components and nuances of 

reporting on corporate governance to diverse users? 

Speaker: Anne Molyneux, Vice Chair, International CG Network, member of 

International Integrated Reporting Council (IIRC) and Director, CS 

International

| Performance:  How to report material ESG information together with 

financial results? 

Speaker: Jerome Lavigne-Deville, Senior Consultant, IFC

| Company Leadership on Crisis Response: How to report on e�ective 

response practices?

Speaker: Charles “Chuck” Travis Canfield, Principal Corporate Governance 

O�cer

Closing Remarks

Speaker: Justin Pooley, ESG Manager for Asia Pacific, IFC

 

SPEAKERS

Vivek Pathak

Vivek was appointed IFC Regional Director for East Asia and Pacific in October 2014. He has 
extensive emerging markets experience in principal investments, restructuring and risk 
management across all industry sectors. Vivek joined IFC in 1998 and has since covered Asia 
Pacific, Middle East, North Africa and Central Asia in various leadership capacities. Based in Hong 
Kong, Vivek leads IFC’s advisory and investment operations across 18 countries, which in fiscal 
year 2019 reached US$3.8 billion in long-term investments, including funds mobilized from other 
investors. Before joining IFC, Vivek worked with Bank of America and ABN AMRO Bank in new 
business and risk management. In his capacity as Head of Risk Management at ABN AMRO 
Bank Thailand, he was responsible for managing a large and diverse portfolio during the Asian 
Financial Crisis. 
 

Ralitza Germanova 

Ralitza is a Corporate Governance O�cer with the IFC Environment, Social and Governance 
Department based in Washington, DC. She has 20 years of experience working with regulators, 
stock exchanges, partner institutions and private sector companies to improve corporate 
governance practices and ESG disclosure and transparency in Europe and Central Asia, Africa, 
the MENA. Ralitza works with companies and boards on corporate governance assessments 
and stock exchanges, regulators and investors in emerging markets on ESG disclosure and 
transparency. Ralitza is leading the IFC Practice Group on Codes, Standards and ESG Disclosure 
and Transparency, and works on development of knowledge tools and solutions in these areas. 
She is the architect and one of the principal authors of the Beyond the Balance Sheet – IFC 
Disclosure and Transparency Toolkit, recipient of 2018 World Bank Group President’s Award for 
Excellence and CG Scorecards Toolkit. 

Erik P.M. Vermeulen 

Erik is a Professor of Business and Financial Law and the Director of the International Business 
Law program at Tilburg University in The Netherlands. He teaches business organizations and 
governance, law and technology, and business innovation and finance at Tilburg Law School, 
TIAS School for Business and Society, and at other universities around the world. Erik also o�ers 
classes specifically tailored to an online audience. His research, including chapters of his 
academic books, can be downloaded from the Social Science Research Network. Erik has 
appeared at numerous conferences as a featured or keynote speaker. He is a Senior Legal 
Counsel at Signify (formerly known as Philips Lighting). He works on corporate matters, mergers 
& acquisitions, and reorganizations. He is an Innovation Advisor at a law firm (Pels Rijcken) in 
The Hague (focusing on digital transformation), and a board/advisory member of several 
companies/organizations, including a healthcare provider in The Netherlands. 

Monika Kumar

Monika is an Environmental Specialist, leading the development of a governance and 
accountability framework for the World Bank Corporate Responsibility Program. She has 
coordinated the World Bank’s Sustainability Reporting deliverables for the past decade and 
currently co-chairs the Circular Economy Community of Practice as well as the Integrated 
Reporting Community of Practice. She has a Masters in Environmental Management from the 
Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies and is currently attempting balcony 
gardening. 

Susan Blesener

Susan is the founder of The Art of Value, a global consultancy that helps companies define, 
manage and disclose what matters most and advises investors on refining impact measurement 
and assessing emerging risks. Recent projects for investment advisory firms include 
development of new tools for water risk assessment.  Susan has worked with companies across 
the world to develop their management and disclosure systems, building capacity and coaching 
companies on the path to integrated thinking and management.  Prior to establishing The Art 
of Value, she directed investor relations for several US companies and managed corporate and 
integrated reporting at IFC, the private sector arm of the World Bank Group, and Novo Nordisk 
one of the first companies in the world to issue an integrated report. Susan is a training partner 
of the IIRC and a former elected member of GRI’s stakeholder council. 

Anne E. Molyneux 

Anne is a Director of CS International, a global consulting firm. She is an experienced director 
and former trustee of pension funds and is a Chartered Accountant (Fellow).  She advises in 
corporate governance and reporting, banking and securities regulations. She is Vice-Chair of the 
International Corporate Governance Network (ICGN). Anne has developed public and private 
sector corporate governance practices, including for companies, banks, regulators and stock 
exchanges. In addition to private company and state-owned enterprise clients, her clients 
include the OECD, the World Bank, the International Finance Corporation (IFC), and the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB).  She is an invited member of the OECD Asian Corporate Governance 
Roundtable. She represents the ICGN, the global investor  community, on the International 
Auditing and Assurance Standards Board (IAASB) Consultative Advisory Group, the International 
Ethics Standards Board for Accountants (IESBA) Consultative Advisory Group and the 
International Integrated Reporting Council (IIRC).   

Jerome Lavigne-Deville

Jerome is a Senior Consultant for the IFC, working with the ESG Advisory team to promote ESG 
standards in emerging markets. He also serves as a Senior Advisor for the UN Global Compact, 
focusing on Financial Innovation for the SDGs. Jerome was a key architect of the SASB standards 
for material sustainability disclosure and the UN Global Compact transparency and disclosure 
framework, and he contributed to the development of the Integrated Reporting (IR) 
Framework. He also played a key role in a number of critical investor-company initiatives to 
integrate sustainability in finance, including valuation of sustainability performance, ESG 
Investor Briefings and the Sustainable Stock Exchange Initiative. Prior to the United Nations, 
Jerome worked as an investment banker at Bear Stearns & Co, as an attorney in Mergers & 
Acquisitions at Shearman & Sterling and at the World Economic Forum advising companies in 
the Media industry. 

Charles Travis Canfield (Chuck) 

Chuck has a Bachelor of Science in accounting from Elmhurst College, Chicago, Illinois, USA, and 
a Juris Doctor with a concentration in International Law from Northwestern University. Chuck 
is a Certified Public Accountant (Illinois) and a Chartered Global Management Accountant 
(London), and has over twenty years professional experience in accounting, consulting and law.
He has assisted companies, implemented international best practices of corporate governance, 
and advised on draft legislation/regulations in ten separate countries. Likewise, he has extensive 
experience advising enterprises on accounting issues, internal control systems and internal audit 
functions and other issues related to corporate governance. Chuck is the main architect of the 
IFC’s Advanced Corporate Governance Methodology and the IFC Fund Governance 
Methodology.  As of February 2017, Chuck’s current endeavors include serving on the governing 
body that oversees the development of International Standards on Auditing, being a member of 
the group developing an ISO standard on corporate governance, co-leading a group to develop 
an IFC methodology for evaluating ESG, and developing an ESG disclosure toolkit. 

Justin Pooley 

Justin is the International Finance Corporation’s Regional Environmental, Social and Governance 
(ESG) Manager for Asia Pacific, based in Thailand. He has worked in the private sector ESG space 
for the past 20 years, focusing on ESG due diligence and support to hundreds of projects in 
multiple sectors on a global basis, with a recent focus on large-scale infrastructure and 
renewable energy. Justin manages a team of IFC ESG sta� and consultants located in o�ces 
across the Asia Pacific region. The team is responsible for ESG due diligence and monitoring 
activities for IFC pipeline and portfolio investments, in addition to providing a range of advisory 
service (technical assistance) programs. 
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https://beyondthebalancesheet.eventbrite.com

