
 
 
 
1. What are the EHS Guidelines? 

 
The Environmental, Health, and Safety (EHS) Guidelines are technical reference documents with general and 
industry-specific examples of Good International Industry Practice (GIIP).  They are referenced in the World 
Bank’s Environmental and Social Framework and in IFC’s and MIGA’s Performance Standards.  The EHS 
Guidelines contain the performance levels and measures that are normally acceptable to the World Bank 
Group, and that are generally considered to be achievable in new facilities at reasonable costs by existing 
technology.  
 
2. Why are the EHS Guidelines being updated?  
 
The first generation of EHS Guidelines date back to 2007. The EHS Guidelines are being updated to: 

• Reflect the latest GIIP 
• Update key references to relevant mitigation measures, standards, and performance indicators 
• Incorporate emerging sustainability topics, where applicable 
• Integrate advancements in industry standards and technology 

 
3. What are the proposed changes to the Airports Guidelines? 
 
The proposed updates to the EHS Guidelines for Airports (2007) include: 
 
Design Considerations Section 

• A new section emphasizing the importance of siting, design and engineering for greenfield airports, 
as well as expansions and refurbishments to avoid, prevent and minimize EHS impacts. 

• Additional guidance regarding planning, construction, expansion, and daily operations of airports, 
differentiated between airside and landside.  

• Emphasis on the importance of integrating sustainability into the early stages of airport design, 
including considerations for impacts on sensitive receptors, energy efficiency, water conservation, 
and the use of renewable energy sources.  
 

Environment Section 

• Updated strategies for reducing energy consumption and greenhouse gas emissions at airports, 
incorporating newer technologies and practices.  

• Addresses climate resilience more explicitly, encouraging airports to design infrastructure that can 
withstand extreme weather events and to identify airport risks that can exacerbate impacts on the 
environment, workers and the public. 

• Additional guidance regarding the identification and assessment of airport noise, and noise 
management approaches to avoid and minimize impacts, including the application of site-
specific noise restrictions and limits.  

• Updated environmental references, including to ICAO, ACI, FAA and other leading industry 
practices for managing energy, waste, water and noise impacts. 

• Updated protocols for managing both non-hazardous and hazardous waste generated at airports, 
including effective waste segregation and recycling programs. 

• Inclusion of specific biodiversity risk management measures and updated references regarding 
light pollution, water contamination, and wildlife deterrence measures. 
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Occupational Health and Safety Section 

• Emphasizes the importance of occupational health and safety (OHS) for airport workers, outlining 
specific hazards related to operational, physical, chemical, and biological hazards. 

• Additional guidance and references in the development of Safety Management Systems for 
airports focusing on construction/expansion activities at operational airports. 

• Inclusion of specific physical hazards regarding cargo handling, occupational noise, ground 
vehicles, run-ups, and aircraft maneuvers including updated references to GIIP.   

 
Community Health and Safey Section 

• Expanded guidance on Health and Safety risks to communities including those related to air and 
wastewater emissions, noise pollution, and aircraft safety aspects during landing and takeoff. 

• Inclusion of prevention planning measures at airports regarding communicable diseases, 
including the development of emergency contingency plans in the event of pandemics.  

• Additional guidance regarding emergency preparedness and life and fire safety. 
• Inclusion of additional considerations regarding airport and community relevant safety aspects, 

such as bird strikes and runway overshoots and reference to GIIP. 
• Expanded considerations and reference to leading practices regarding airport security.  

 
Performance Indicators and Monitoring Section 

• Updated EHS performance indicators and benchmarks that reflect current industry standards 
and best practices, allowing for more accurate monitoring and reporting of EHS performance. 

 
References Section 

• Key updated references that align with current global practices include: 
o Safe design of airports references like ICAO (2020 and 2022), EASA (2022) and IATA (2022) 
o Construction and operational safety aspects including ACI, IATA, and ICAO 
o Airport noise management including ICAO, ACI, FAA and WHO  
o Specific IATA, FAA and ICAO manuals on occupational hazards on airside and landside  
o Life and fire safety references including NFPA (2022,2024), ACI and FAA  
o ICAO, WHO, and ACI references to managing communicable diseases 
o Airport wildlife hazard management references from ACI 

 
Annexes 

• Inclusion of Annex B with references to airport noise metrics and their definitions; examples of noise 
thresholds regulations in various jurisdictions; typical noise abatement and mitigation measures. 

 
4. How can I participate in the consultation process? 
 
The updated EHS Guidelines will undergo a 45-day public consultation period, with start and end dates listed 
on the EHS Guidelines website. To provide feedback: 

1. From the EHS Guidelines website, click on the "Update and Consultation" link. 
2. Select the guideline you wish to review. 
3. Submit your feedback by clicking the "Submit Feedback" button. 
4. A summary of consultation feedback will be published with aggregated and unattributed feedback. 

 
Feedback is welcomed on the technical content of the guidelines, the clarity and flow of the text, references 
and examples of real-world implementation challenges and successes. 


