
Economic Development

Poverty, Development and Biodiversity
ISSUE

THREATS
Agricultural 
expansion

Industrialization Improper waste 
disposal

Exploitation of 
natural resources

Urbanization Overharvesting 
of fish and 

wildlife

Introduction of 
non-native species

Zoning 
revision / 
land take

CONSEQUENCES
Changes in 
ecosystem 
functions 

and 
species 

balances

Habitat 
fragmentation 

and 
degradation

Air, soil, 
and 

water 
pollution

Deforestation 
and habitat 
conversion

Soil erosion 
and 

sedimentation

Disease Climate 
change

Species 
extinction

THREATS

Slash 
and burn 
farming

Illegal 
logging

Bushmeat 
hunting

Overharvesting of 
natural resources 
for immediate gain

Spontaneous 
settlement

Lack of waste 
disposal or 

sanitation systems

Fuel wood 
collection

Agricultural 
conversion / shifting 

cultivation

CONSEQUENCES

Poverty

Vulnerability 
to natural 
disasters

Lost 
opportunities
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