
 



CHAIR: 
Juan Pablo Uribe 

Sector Manager, Health, Nutrition, and Population, World Bank 
Mr. Uribe, a Colombian medical doctor, joined in 2009 the East Asia and Pacific Region of the World Bank as it’s Health, 
Nutrition and Population Manager. He has held various health positions in the public and private sectors, nationally and 
internationally. He is a former Vice Minister of Health for Colombia (1998–1999) and former National Director of Public 
Health (1994). He was also the CEO of one of the leading private (not for profit) health institutions in Colombia, directly 
involved with high complexity hospital care, medical education, health research and community health. Between 2000 and 
2004 he was senior health specialist for the World Bank in the Latin America region. He has been a board member of 
various public and private organizations in Colombia and abroad and an invited speaker at numerous conferences. 

 
 

PRESENTER: 
John C. Langenbrunner 

Lead Health Economist, Health, Nutrition, and Population, World Bank 
Mr. Langenbrunner is a Lead Health Economist with the World Bank with both research and operations experience.  He 
has worked on health financing and health insurance design and development issues in China and Vietnam, as well as 
Eastern Europe. He has recently co-authored 2 books on Resource Allocation and Strategic Purchasing by insurers and 
other public and private organizations, and has authored or co-authored a number of papers related to this initiative.  He 
also led the Bank’s work on a manual for National Health Accounts for low and middle income countries.  Previous to his 
work at the Bank, Mr. Langenbrunner was with the US Health Care Financing Administration, a public health insurance 
program for over 80 million Americans.  He later went in the early 1990s to the US Office of Management and Budget 
where he served on the Clinton Health Care Reform Task Force for the US White House. 
 

 

PANELISTS: 
Alexander S. Preker 

Head, Health Investment Policy Analysis, World Bank 
Mr. Preker is the head of Health Investment Policy Analysis and lead economist in the Investment Climate Department of 
the World Bank Group.  He is a member of the Bank’s Global Expert Team. Previously he served as chief economist for 
the World Bank’s health sector and lead economist in the Africa Region.  He coordinated the World Bank team that 
prepared the Bank’s Sector Strategy for Health, Nutrition, and Population in 1997. Mr. Preker is an adjunct professor of 
health policy and management in the Mailman School at Columbia University in New York and in the Wagner Graduate 
School of Public Service at New York University. He has published and taught extensively on topics related to health 
systems development and health financing. 
 
 

Petra Vergeer 
Health Specialist Result Based Financing Team, Health, Nutrition and Population, Human Development Network, World 

Bank  
Ms. Vergeer is a health specialist working with the Results Based Financing team in the Health (RBF), Nutrition and Population unit of 
the World Bank. She currently supports RBF pilot countries like Zambia, Eritrea and Zimbabwe, through providing technical assistance 
to operational colleagues and governments on how to design and implement appropriate RBF mechanisms. Ms. Vergeer has 
contributed to a collection of brief ‘snap-shots’ on the verification process pursued in different RBF schemes. Prior to joining the World 
Bank, she was involved in a multi-country formative evaluation of the Performance Based Financing approach implemented in sub-
Saharan Africa. Ms. Vergeer has worked in public health and health system strengthening programs in various countries, especially 
fragile states, since 1994. 
 
 

Catherine “Tina” Cleland 
Independent Consultant 

Ms. Cleland served as the Washington-based manager of USAID’s portfolio of initiatives to introduce market-oriented 
reforms to the health care systems of the former Soviet bloc countries from 1991-1998. Prior to that, she managed the 
grant program at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services that provided the funding and technical assistance 
that launched the HMO industry, now known as Managed Care. Ms. Clevand later moved from the Europe and Eurasia 
Bureau into performance measurement and evaluation at USAID and led the team that produced the first USAID Agency 
Performance Report.The report was ranked number one in the U.S. government. Since then,  she has been engaged in a 
wide variety of activities in her independent consultant practice.  



------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
About The InfoShop  
The InfoShop is the public information center of the World Bank and serves as a forum for substantial debate on 
international development.  Our extensive events program consists of more than 250 events over the past two years and 
has hosted many internationally recognized speakers, including Queen Noor, Francis Fukuyama, Jeffrey Sachs, Amartya 
Sen, Joseph Stiglitz, Thomas Friedman, Former US Senator Chuck Hagel, and Carly Fiorina. The InfoShop functions as 
the only publicly accessible space at headquarters and provides internal and external audiences with over 10,000 titles 
published by the World Bank, international organizations, and other publishers on development issues.  
For more information, visit www.worldbank.org/infoshop 
For comments about the events program, visit InfoShop. 

 

 


