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AmCham meeting probes ways to activate women contribution to business

Cairo, Jan 25 (MENA) — The American Chamber of Commerce's Women in Business Committee discussed Wednesday
ways to promote the role of women in doing business through getting access to training, finance and markets in the
Middle East and North Africa region.

AMCham invited Carmen Niethammer, Manager of Gender Entrepreneurship Markets (GEM) Program - Private
Enterprise Partnership, Middle East and North Africa (PEP-MENA) of the International Finance Corporation (IFC),
World Bank Group - to discuss opportunities and obstacles in this respect.

She underlined the need to enhance capabilities of women in this domain in MENA region through providing awareness,
training, and finance.

A lot has been achieved in this respect in MENA, especially in Egypt, over the last ten years, she said, but underlined the
need for more efforts.

Niethammer praised the capabilities of Egyptian women and said they should be further qualified to undertake a more
effective role in the development of their society.

On her part, General Manager of International Cooperation Hanaa EIl Hilaly, Social Fund for Development, reviewed
Egypt's efforts to empower Egyptian women at political and socio-economic levels.

The International Finance Corporation (IFC) finances the Gender Entrepreneurship Markets (GEM) programme - Private
Enterprise Partnership - Middle East and North Africa (PEP-MENA) —in 19 MENA countries, including Egypt, to
promote women in business through training on small and medium projects.

GEM handles areas of access to finance, training, markets and networks for women, she said, adding this could also help
women improve the quality of their products meant for export to help enhance balances of trade of countries where GEM
programme is applied.

Established in 1956, with the membership of Egypt, IFC promotes sustainable private sector investment in developing
countries, especially in MENA region, as a way to reduce poverty and improve people's lives. It also helps promote
women role in doing business through a number of programs.
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